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PROLOGUE

At Rise: A projection shows “It is impossible to be 
unarmed when my Blackness is the weapon you fear.” - 
Rev. Traci Blackmon

A projector shows the date: September 14, 2013.

The stage is black. A recording begins to play. There is 
banging on the door. After a while you hear the door 
open.

MAN O.S.

(Frantic)
Please, help - I crashed my car-

MAN O.S.
I’ve been in an accident. Please.

The door slams. We hear a panic alarm go off.

MAN O.S.
Please, I need help. 

MAN O.S.
I’m injured. Please.

The recording from the actual 911 call begins to play. Red 
and blue lights begin to flash. 

MAN O.S.
Please, Officers. I need help.

We hear gun shots in the following pattern. 1,2,3,4 pause, 
1,2,3,4,5,6, pause, 1,2. 

The red and blue lights continue to flash.

Lights fade to black.



 THE PARKS

Lights rise. We are back in the Parks living room. 
ELLIOTT storms through DEBORAH is trailing behind 
him.

DEBORAH

(Yells)
What the hell is wrong with you? Huh?

ELLIOTT
Nothing-

DEBORAH
No, something is wrong. Something has to be wrong for me to be called up to the school, 
again. You teacher said-

ELLIOTT
My teacher said? That’s all y’all care about - what the teacher- said but not about what he 
said to me.

DEBORAH
He’s your teacher. If he tell you to open up your book and do the assignment, then you 
need to do it. Period.

Cameron rushes in. Startled.

ELLIOTT
Man, whatever-

DEBORAH
I swear, I’m about to put my foot so far up your -

CAMERON
Mama.

Deborah stops. She takes a breath to calm her self. Elliott 
is still not bothered, sitting on the couch with his arms 
folded.
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DEBORAH
I went to put flowers and a teddy bear down the street from where a young man was killed. 
Killed. A mother, lost her son. Killed by a cop. I get a call that my son is cussing his 
teacher.

CAMERON
Elliott.

ELLIOTT
Oh, my God!

CAMERON
Mama is upset and that’s all you have to say?

ELLIOTT
He shouldn’t have been in - my- face.

DEBORAH
You need to learn to respect authority.

ELLIOTT
Respect? Is that all everyone cares about? What about when the teachers disrespect me?

DEBORAH
You are the student!

ELLIOTT
What does respect look like, Mama?

DEBORAH
Respect is earned.

ELLIOTT
So because I’m the student- I get to be disrespected? Where’s mine at? Everyone is so 
focused on me not listening to the teacher but who is listening to me?

CAMERON
Have you talked to anyone about this disrespectful teacher?

ELLIOTT
Don’t nobody listen. When I first got to that school, the principal walked up to me and said 
“you look like a trouble maker.” That’s how all those teacher see me. So it doesn’t matter 
any way.
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CAMERON
It does matter

ELLIOTT
Whatever. I don’t even care.

CAMERON
You should care. You used to be an honor roll student and now-

DEBORAH
And now he has been suspended and the principal is threatening expulsion. 

CAMERON
Suspended? 

ELLIOTT
For telling the teacher to leave me the fuck alone.

DEBORAH
Boy! Don’t use that language in my house.

CAMERON
I’m sure white kids cuss those teachers out all the time. Are they being suspended?

DEBORAH
That doesn’t mean that my son can!

ELLIOTT
White kids get away with everything.

CAMERON
We need to talk to that principal.

DEBORAH
For what? One more strike and he gets expelled.

CAMERON
That’s exactly why we need to talk to him. We just read something about this in class. How 
black and brown students are suspended and expelled at a higher rate than their white 
classmates. And don’t get me started on the arrest rate for black men. I can call the SRO 
tomorrow. What’s his name?

DEBORAH
Bernard or something.
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Silence falls in the room. Deborah looks at Elliott- 
concerned.

DEBORAH
That young man - that was killed the other day - could have been you. 

ELLIOTT
It’s not me. I sick of hearing about that. So what, another black man killed by a white cop. 
God shouldn’t have made me black then.

CAMERON
Okay, stop it. We are trying to figure out how to help you.

ELLIOTT
Help with what? Now, I gotta be a good little black boy, so the white cop wont shoot me?

DEBORAH
This story -a black man being killed- doesn’t bother you? 

ELLIOTT
No.

DEBORAH
This young man-

CAMERON

(Correcting)
Jonathan. 

DEBORAH
Excuse me?

CAMERON
You keep calling him “young man.” His name is Jonathan, Mama. 

DEBORAH
Jonathan- a college athlete working two jobs, shot dead, because he was looking for help - 
and that doesn’t bother you?

ELLIOTT
No - it - doesn’t.

DEBORAH
It should. The way you’ve been acting, you are asking to be shot by a cop!
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CAMERON
Mama!

ELLIOTT
Well, let them shoot me then. Cops want us in jail anyway. Let them kill me. I’d rather be 
dead than be in this house.

Elliott storms off to his room. Deborah breaks down. 

CAMERON
Elliott-

Cameron stands caught in the middle, unsure who to 
comfort.

END OF SCENE 

CAFE

Projector shows the date September 18, 2013. It’s evening 
at a small restaurant. ANCHOR  stands alone downstage. 
REPORTER , FAMILY LAWYER, KERRICK’S LAWYER, 
AND NAACP PRESIDENT all stand in different areas of 
the stage. In low light we see Wilks is sitting down eating 
lunch. He watches the report as it happens.

REPORTER 
Tonight, the Charlotte NAACP is asking that Officer Randall Kerrick be charged with 
murder for the death of Jonathan Ferrell. Just hours ago the attorney for Officer Randall 
Kerrick made a first appearance for him right here in the court house. Tonight, we are told, 
the fraternal order of police is meeting with its members as they continue to answer 
questions about this Voluntary Manslaughter charge
 

Crosses to NAACP PRESIDENT

Now, at the same time, the NAACP here in Charlotte says it thinks that charge should be 
murder.

NAACP PRESIDENT
No, Manslaughter is definitely not enough. With that many shots and nobody else is 
shooting- I think it should be murder.
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REPORTER
Tonight, the NAACP says it will be pushing for a murder charge for Officer Randall 
Kerrick. The president of the Charlotte Chapter of the NAACP says he doesn't think the 
shooting was a reaction to a stressful situation, after police say Jonathan Ferrell was shot 
10 times.

NAACP PRESIDENT
I think it was a deliberate killing. 

Crosses to Family Lawyer.

REPORTER
The attorney for the Ferrell Family says they saw the dash cam video that led up to the 
shooting. The attorney says Ferrell had his hands up, not threatening as he moved toward 
police. Then he says you hear the shots. 

FAMILY  LAWYER
It is completely devastating - distressing - to realize that, that Officer shot- we hear him 
shooting- ten times. We hear twelve shots. One - two - three - four. Pause. One - two - 
three - four- five - six.  Pause . One - two. That is murder. 

REPORTER
An attorney that represents police officers told us that the number of bullet fired doesn’t 
necessarily make the case more serious. Officers are trained to keep firing until the suspect 
stops. Today, Officer Kerrick’s attorney would not comment about the evidence in this 
case, but he did say he thinks his client will be cleared. 

KERRICK’S LAWYER
We are going to allow this case to be tried in a court of law. However, we are confident that 
the resolution of this case, it will find that Officers Kerrick’s actions were justified on the 
night in question. 

REPORTER
Of course it is up to the district attorney’s office as to whether or not this voluntary 
manslaughter is increased. I reached out to his office and was told they cannot comment on 
cases before trial but that the districts attorney’s office looks at evidence in all cases to 
make sure the outcome is fair. Officer Kerrick is scheduled to appear in court here, October 
seventh. We are live in Uptown, eyewitness news at 10. 

As they all exit, BURNS enters looking toward the TV. He 
can see Wilks frustration. He sits down. 

BURNS
You stay glued to the TV.
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WILKS
Yea, so?

BURNS
All you do is get upset about it. 

WILKS
And-

BURNS
It’s exhausting. 

WILKS
I’m tired of their bullshit.

BURNS

(Confused)
Who?

WILKS
The blacks.

BURNS

(Shocked)
Wait - What?

WILKS
They always wanna play victim to some shit and get the fucking NAACP involved. You 
know that I’m right. They don’t respect us or our badge. But when we do our job- we’re 
the bad guys? The boy died because he didn’t respect the badge. 

BURNS

(Correcting)
He was a twenty four year old man.

WILKS
You always have some shit to say.

BURNS
So do you, Wilks. He wasn’t a boy. He was my age.

WILKS
I’m right and you know it.
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BURNS
I don’t think you are right. I’m sorry but I don’t.

WILKS
The guy -

BURNS
Look, I know the story in and out, I don’t need to go over the details with you again. I 
don’t want to go over the details with you, again. 

WILKS
You’re just like them.

BURNS
Like who, Wilks.

WILKS
The “victims”.

BURNS
Seriously?

WILKS
Yea. Seriously. Always got something to say. Challenge someone. Don’t know respect if it 
slapped you in the face.

BURNS
Respect? 

WILKS
Yes, respect. 

BURNS
Are you kidding me, Wilks. Because they don’t respect the badge they deserve to die. Is 
that what you are saying? Look man, you need some counseling. 

WILKS
Fuck you. Don’t act like you know what I’m going through. Because you don’t.

BURNS
Maybe you should take a leave, Wilks. 

WILKS
What are you saying?
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BURNS
I’m saying-

WILKS

(Snaps)
Say it. Dammit.

BURNS
You’re slacking. Too emotional. I can’t depend on you. Why do you think I’ve been 
picking up extra off duty hours. Going to the high school, church, sporting events. This is 
tough on all of us, but you are taking everything too personal. 

WILKS
I don’t give a fuck what you think. 

BURNS 
I’m going to use the bathroom and we can head back to the precinct-

Burns begins exit. Elliott walks in on the opposite side. He 
sees Wilks and stops. They look at one another. Elliott 
turns and exits.

WILKS
What’s that kid doing? Hey you-

Wilks goes after him. Burns stops and turns to see Wilks 
running off.

BURNS
Shit.

He runs off.

END OF SCENE 
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