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SCENE 1

AT RISE: August 1939. Mid to late afternoon inside the 
Ashley kitchen. 

The kitchen is clean and all white. The counter space 
covers from one side of the stage to the other. Cabinets 
are below and over the counters. Center is the sink with a 
large window over it. It’s covered with a white curtain 
decorated with pink roses. Upstage right is the 
refrigerator and up stage left is the stove. Right stage is a 
wall and door that leads to the back yard. Stage left is 
another wall that has a table in front of it. Center stage is 
a round table with 4 chairs.

SARAH sits at the table with her lunch and tea while she is 
reading the Bible. Charles rushes in.

SARAH
Good afternoon, dear.

CHARLES

(Doesn’t make eye contact)
Good afternoon.

SARAH
Sit down and have lunch with your wife.

Picking up and moving things while he is searching.

CHARLES
Smells like Kissie made my favorite. I wish I could but I have to get right down to the 
office and meet with the Sheriff. 

SARAH
On a Saturday?

CHARLES
There’s has been a lynching in the woods towards the east of town.

SARAH
Why is that any of your concern? Let the Sheriff handle it.



Not answering her question, Charles continues to 
scramble around searching

CHARLES

(Searching)
Have you seen all those files I brought home on Friday?

SARAH

(Annoyed)
Yes, that girl left them over in that filing box.

CHARLES
Ah, yes. She is a doll.

He picks up the papers and begin to flip through them. He 
finds the one he is looking for and puts it in his briefcase.

SARAH

(Disgusted)
Excuse me?

CHARLES
Sarah,  do not start.

SARAH
I still don’t understand why she is here? 

CHARLES

(Annoyed)
You know why she is here. We needed a new maid in the kitchen and so I hired her. 

(Pause)
Whatever issues you have with her, you need to get over it or pray about it. Which ever 
suits you best. We’ve gone through six maids this year alone, I’m not hiring another. 

SARAH
You should have hired an older girl. Fifty or sixty years of age. 
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CHARLES
I do not have the time or the care to discuss this right now. There are more pressing matters 
to deal with.

SARAH
I don’t trust her. I see the way Noah looks at her.  

There is a pause. Charles walks to another cabinet and 
grabs a pistol. Places it in his briefcase. 

SARAH
My heavens, what is the pistol for?

CHARLES
People are fixing to go crazy in town about this lynching. We are preparing in case a riot 
break out. Coloreds are furious, making threats. Whites are enraged. I’m just trying to 
avoid it.

Pause

CHARLES
Mr. Bosworth’s son has been missing for the past two days. They found him hanging 
from a tree early this morning. Sheriff said Bosworth has been rounding up folk all 
morning.

SARAH
My God. Someone lynched a white boy? Who would do such a awful thing?

CHARLES
We don’t know.

SARAH
That does not give those animals the right to murder one of our boys. 

CHARLES
And you think it’s okay for our boys to lynch theirs?

SARAH
Charles, when there is a problem, you are to take care of it, by any means necessary you of 
all people should understand that.

Something is triggered in Charles, but he ignores it. 
Refusing to let her get the best of him.

3.



CHARLES

(Stern)
Just because you take care of something you don’t like, doesn’t make it right, Sarah. I must 
be off. They are expecting me. 

He goes to exits, then stops. He turns back to Sarah.

Sarah, keep an eye out today, tell the boys to do the same. I don’t suspect much activity this 
way, but sheriff has the deputies watching the manor as well, just to be safe. And tell 
Kissie thank you for lunch.

SARAH
You don’t really believe a riot will start, do you?

CHARLES
Remember summer of 1919? This entire country was rioting for days. I don’t want that to 
happen here in Beulah. Whoever did this, gathered enough courage to hang a white boy 
from a tree last night. I want to do all I can to avoid it but, something is about to start, if it 
hasn’t already. 

Sarah doesn’t respond. Charles exits  She opens her Bible 
and begins to read aloud until Noah enters.

SARAH
“The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, 
and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing-
”

NOAH
Good afternoon, Mother.

SARAH
Good afternoon. Didn’t realize you were home. How’d you sleep?

NOAH
Great.

SARAH
Good. Is your brother up?

NOAH
Mother, just because we are twins doesn’t mean I feel his every move. 
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SARAH
Well, that’s what I was told. You could feel your twin at all times. 

NOAH
I thought a woman of God was suppose to stay away from gossip?

SARAH
Mind your mother, Noah Ashley.

Noah sits and begins to eat the lunch on the table. He 
picks up the newspaper and begin reading.

NOAH

(Sarcastic)
I’m sorry. I believe Jonah is still asleep. Even at this hour.

(Pause)

Papa left already?

SARAH
Yes.

NOAH
It’s quite early for the court house.

SARAH
There was a lynching last night. It was Mr. Bosworth’s son.

NOAH

(Stunned)
Eddie? - Wha- I just saw him the day before last.   

SARAH
They found him further in the woods, towards the east of town. Your father and Sheriff 
believes there could be a riot soon, at least that’s what your father says.

NOAH
Riot?

SARAH
They lynched a white boy, one of our own. Bosworth is gathering people as we speak 
There is no telling what those tar babies will do next.
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NOAH
Mother, please.

SARAH
I know, darling , it will be alright. It’s shocking to know our boys are no longer safe in 
their own town.

NOAH
Must you always call them that?

SARAH

(Playing dumb)
Call them what?

NOAH
You know what you just said. What if Kissie was to hear you?

SARAH
Why do you care what she hears?  It’s what they are. 

NOAH
Says who?

SARAH
It’s what they’ve always been. There is no changing that.

He gets up from the table. 

NOAH
I don’t want to talk about this, again.

SARAH

(Concerned)
Noah, I want you to stay away from her. People will begin to judge this family if they saw 
you being friendly with her. The most powerful family in town can’t afford rumors. 

NOAH
What?

SARAH
You heard my exact words. I cannot have the ladies from my Sunday school or anyone in 
town thinking my family is a bunch of coon lovers.
.
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NOAH
Mother, this is insane.

SARAH
Why? Do you love her?

NOAH
She is - a dear friend.

SARAH
You have friends. Appropriate friends.

NOAH
I only see them when I’m at the university. Since we are still on summer break, I wont see 
them for a few more weeks. 

SARAH
You have your brother.

NOAH
 You know Jonah and I have never gotten along. Even as children.

SARAH
I see the way she looks after you. You are an Ashley. You know how powerful that name 
is.  Your father and I have taught you boys the importance of that? Always protecting your 
name and your family. I forbid you to see her.

NOAH
Mother, don’t be ridiculous. She is the only maid we have left, I will always see her.

SARAH
I want her out of this house. It would be so much easier if your father would let me fire 
her.

NOAH
What would be your reason to fire her?

SARAH
Do I need a reason?

NOAH
She is my friend, Mother

(Pause)
She understands me.
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SARAH

(Disgusted)
What do you mean, understands you?”

NOAH
Nothing, Mother.

SARAH
I pray it’s nothing.

NOAH
I’m sure you should focus on the mischievous behavior of your other son. 

SARAH
Don’t tell me how to raise my son. The good word says to “Train up a child the way he 
should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” That is exactly how I’m raising 
you boys. The way you should go. I want you to stay away from those filthy creatures. I 
don’t want to have to tell you again.

NOAH
I’m sure that’s not what they are called in that Bible you read every night.

SARAH
Don’t speak of the Holy Word as if you know it.

NOAH
I know more than you think I do.

SARAH
You grieve your mother’s heart.

NOAH
Stop being dramatic.

SARAH
It’s the truth.

NOAH
They are humans, just like my “appropriate friends”.

SARAH

(Disgusted)
You are just like your father. He learned this lesson the hard way.
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She exits before Noah is able to speak again.

Noah goes to the phone hanging on the wall. He picks up 
and dials.

NOAH
Lucas, it’s Noah. That’s what I heard- that bad, huh? Mr. Bosworth came by the shop? 
What did you say to him? Good. Look, I’ll be by the market later to grab a few things. 
Closing early? What time? Ok, I’ll be there before then. See ya then. 

He hangs up. He is startled when Kissie enters, walks to 
the counter and places her basket on top. She walks over 
to where Sarah was sitting and removes the plate and cup.

NOAH

(Concerned)
You shouldn’t be out all by yourself, Kissie. 

KISSIE
It’s still very early, and good morning to you too, Noah.

NOAH
It doesn’t matter the time of day it is. I hear it’s too dangerous to be out right now.

KISSIE
I’m just fine, Noah.

(Pause)
It’s the talk of the town. Everyone is scared out of their wits.

NOAH
After last night, what do you expect?

KISSIE

(Bitter)
I expect everyone to go about their own business, just like they do any other time there is 
a lynching in town.

NOAH
This isn’t like any other time, this is different. 
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KISSIE

(Irked)
I wonder why.

NOAH
Kissie.

KISSIE
No, why is it now that everyone wants to be scared and worried. No one cares when it’s a 
colored boy. We’re lucky to see someone get arrested for doing it. Now this is scaring 
people all over town.

NOAH
I’m not scared or worried. I only worry about you.

There is a moment of silence between them.

Sheriff is saying he believes a riot will break out. Do you know anything about that?

KISSIE
Of course not. I haven’t heard anything about a riot. 

NOAH
If you did, would you tell me?

KISSIE
I spent my whole day at the market and all I heard was talk about this lynching. It’s 
frightening to think about. Can we please talk about something else? 

Kissie begins taking things out of the basket. Noah 
watches her. He gets up and walks up behind her. She 
quickly picks up the Bible and place it on the table by the 
wall. Noah walks up behind her again. They embrace for 
a quick moment. Kisses looks around and moves.

KISSIE
Noah. 

He reaches for her again.

NOAH
I’ve missed you.

10.


